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2006 Banquet Is A Success
On Friday, May 5, students, staff, and
friends of Veterans Upward Bound gathered to celebrate the annual awards
banquet. Dr. Luther Hughes brought
greetings from Western Kentucky University, and Commander Don Mudd of
VFW #1298 presented a check donated
toward our scholarship fund.

alumnus of our program who has not only
completed his degree but who has not forgotten the VUB program.

Student Spotlight:
John Oster, Will King,
James Lane
We thought we 'd take the opportunity to show why
this year's award winners were selected by including the remarks of the people who presented the
awards to them.

James Lane received the Dare to Dream

Award, which is given to a student who has
had to overcome obstacles to make his educational dreams come true.

Th en the crowd
settled back for
the entertainment
provided by special musical
guests "J
Squared," a duo
made up of VUB

Other awards were
presented to John
Oster (GED and
Professional Certification Completer),
Jacob Durbin, Kim
Hibbard , Dorothy
Isamura , and
alumni Jeff
Glenda Murtey
Treece and John
(Associate Degree
Zippay, husband
Completers), and
to VUB instructor
Christopher Adair,
Cassie Zip pay.
Anderson,
Ketty
Above (left to right): Dr. David Coffey, Cora
Kevin Brassell ,
Jane Spiller and Colonel Bob Spiller.
After dinner,
Paul Clark, Will
special guest Dr. David Coffey, recently
King , David Matthews , Doug Nelson ,
named director of the Educational EnScott Robinson, and Scott Wetts
hancement Programs, entertained the
(Baccalaureate Degree Compieters).
audience with tale s of Colonel Spiller,
shared words of encouragement, and
Outstanding Effort in the Classroom awards
congratulated veterans on winning
were given to John Barry , Carlos Espino,
awards.
Alan Hartley, and David Spencer.

John Oster
by Cassie Zippay (VUB Instructor)
The Student of the Year Award is
given to a VUB student who has en~
rolled in a postsecondary program
.
of study, has made excellent acaL
demic progress in VUB classes and
postsecondary work, has a high rate of attendanee, and is a self-starter who demonstrates
leadership.
'~1
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John Oster is the 2006 recipient of the VUB
Student of the Year Awa rd.
When John arrived at our VUB program in
late March of 2005, he had been out of
school and away from an academic environ-

. Those veterans winning awards included _ The local VUB scholarship of $300 was
John Oster, who won top honors as
awarded to Jeff Treece, and Carlton Potter
was recognized as being nominated for a
VUB Student of the Yea r. This award
recognizes a current year participant
$500 national NAVUBPP scholarship. In
who exemplifies the qualities needed to
June NAVUBPP announced th at Potter won
be a successful and effective learner at
his s~holarship .
the postsecondary level.
Will King received the award for Alumni

of the Year. Thi s award is given to an

Director's Desk
News and Notes
Important Numbers and Dates

For more infonnation on the banquet, see the
Student Spotlights in this issue, as well as the
pictures throughout the newsletter.

Above: John Oster and his f riend Debbie
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(Student Spotligh t: Continued from page 1)

ment for more than 40 years. John didn't
graduate from high schoot; instead, he
served our country as a soldier in Vietnam, worked , and raised a family . Because John understands the importance
and value of education , he was able to
overcome his fears and misgivings about
going back to schoot and begin attending
ctasses at VUB to help him prepare to
pass the GED .

.
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James Lane
by Davy Stone (VUB Instructor)

The future belongs to those who believe in
the beauty of their dreams.
_. Eleanor Roosevelt
Each year we give the Dare to Dream award
to a student who has worked to build a futu re based on their dreams despite obstactes that some may find insurmountable .
This year's reCipient, James Lane , definitely
overcame such obstacles. Almost seven
years ago, James awoke to find his mother
unconscious lying on her bedroom floor.
Allow me to read a excerpt from an essay
he wrote which is included in this year's edition of Veterans Voices .

John's journey to receive his GED met
some hurdles . On June 29, I noted that
John "has some big changes coming up
in his life-maybe a move to Delaware
and a new job. He will be absent for a
couple of weeks for a trip to Pennsylvania. " Well, that trip to Pennsylvania
turned out to be more than John expected. He didn't return to VUB classes
until August of that summer. During that
month of July, we missed John and worried that he had given up on his goal, but
whe n he returned to the classroom, he
was more determined than ever to pass
his GED test.

When we arrived at the hospital, all we
cou ld do was wait to hear about her co ndition. We didn't have too wait long ....
We were given a decision to make-leave her on a machine to vegetate or
take her off so she could pass on ..

The GED is a demanding and difficult
test composed of five subject areas.
Test-takers must pass tests in reading.
writing which includes writing • • • •
an essay mathematics, science, and social studies ... all
the subjects that must be
taken and passed in high
school. After fifty-five hours of
concentrated study and preparation , John took the GED in
mid September. He received
his diploma on September 26,
2005 ....

We both based our decision on what our
mom wanted . Before this happened,

11••
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With this part of his journey
successfully completed,
please join me in congratulating John Oster on his accomplishment and as the recipient
of the VUB 2006 Student of
the Year Award .

.
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she told us that if she was being kept
alive on a machine that she would
want us to take her off. We kept our
promise. When we took her off the
life support machines , I saw her one
last time at her funeral.
James came to VUB in August of 2005
wanting to go to school but unsure of
how to make it happen. He attended
very regularly during his semester with
us, at one point earning an award for
having the best attendance . He enrolled
at WKU this spring , and despite his busy
school schedule, he has taken the time
to give encouragement to former VUB
classmates who have yet to start school.
James Lane has not only overcome obstacies, he's making great strides and
building his future by believing in the
beauty of his dreams.

Will King
by Julia King (wife of Wi ll King)
Will had been in the Coast Guard for two
yea rs before we met. The main reason
he went into the military was to have
help in attending college. Little did he
know , it would also provide many lifechanging , character molding, and beliefchallenging events. After he had been
in the guard for four years , he proposed
to me during the time he re-enlisted and
was sent to Kentucky. Six months later
we were married .
During the next four years he was a TC
in Group Ohio Valley and then was honorably discharged in 1999. He then became a Technical Instructor with a company called ED Learning which was acquired by SUN Microsystems six months
after he began . After working with SUN
for the next couple of yea rs, he was laid
off and then decided it was time to go
back to college.

Above: James Lane is presented with the Dare to Dream
Award by Instructor Davy Stone
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VUB was a tremendous encouragement
and support for Will as he began the

T H E T OI}I' f: R is pu b li ~ h cd three rimes yearly by the Vl!terans
Up wllr d BOllltd Projec..1 at Wes/em Kellfucky U"iversit)'. Vl IH is fun ded
by;t J!rltnt frum the U.s. Dt'pllrtmellf of Education (FiscK I Year 05-06:

5270,75')), The o pini ons ex prcssed within thi s newsletter do not
neccss:u 'i ly refl cc e the position or policy of eith er th e U.S. Departmttn/
0/ Education or Wesfem Ke"tucky UniVtm,irY. lInd no onicill.l
endorse ment sho uld he in rer red.

...
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WESTERN
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process of applying, taking his ACT
exam, and sludying for CLEP tests. As a
full-time husband and falher of two children, he maintained a 3.5 GPA for the
next 2 1/2 years, and graduated lasl December with Cum Laude Honors. He, of
course, was given a big party 10 celebrate.
Currenlly, he is beginning training for his
MSCE certification. Afterward, he plans to
work on his Masters Degree in order to
go back into teaching , which he loves and
misses.
You can be assured that VUB holds a
thoughtful place in our hearts because
they were an important encouragement
for Will when he needed someone in his
corner the most.

n

The Director's Desk

would like to urge all participants to
set class attendance as a priority. I
realize you have jobs and families ,
but if you do nol attend classes
regularly, then you won 't be prepared to enter postsecondary school.
Please strive to come to every class period and be prepared to work so that you
can get the most out of what VUB can
offer.

If you have not been to VUB for a while,
please come back. You are always welcome. We are here to help.
I want 10 congratulate Carlton Potter for
winning this years NAVUBPP scholarship
of $500. He was one of five winners. For
three years our VUB program has had a
scholarship winner in the top five of this
national organization . Sometimes people
feel it is a waste of time to apply but this
shows that it is worth while. If you do nol
ask or apply you will receive nothing,
guaranteed, so do not be afraid to put in
a little work to compete for money to help

pay for school.
Cody Norris is a student worker who
worked evenings last fall and spring. This
summer Cody is working days and Kevin
Crum , the other student worker, is off for the
summer. In the fall both of these veterans
will be back helping VUB provide services. They both attend WKU, so as you get
ready to enter school , contact them. They
have a lot of valuable information about their
experiences after VUB to share that might
help you.
We are still accepting applicants, so if you
have a friend or relative who is a veteran,
bring them by and we will offer them our
services.

Our First Medical Doctor
Congratulations to Brian Vincent, DO, who graduated
from the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine
with a degree of doctor of osteopathic medicine May
27. Vincent received the Navel Health Professions Scholarship while attending WVSOM. He has a bachelor's
degree in biology from WKU . Vincent is interning at the
Naval Medical Center in Portsmouth, Virginia. Vincent
was named our Alumni of the Year at the 2001 annual
awards banquet.

Clockwise from right: Kelly Anderson, VUB alumnus and recent graduate; VUB Alumnus Kevin Crum and his wife Amanda talk
with Colonel Bob Spiller after the Banquet; Will King, winner of the Alumni of the Year awand, and wife Julia .
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Important Numbers and Dates
Department of Employment Services, Bowling Green
(270) 746-7425
Stephanie Gabbard, VA Voc-Rehab, B.G. Office
(270) 846-2092
VA Regional Office, Louisville
(800) 827-1000
VA Regional Office, Nashville, TN
(615) 695-6372
VA Medical Center, Louisville
(502) 895-3401
VA Medical Center, Nashville, TN
(615) 327-4751
Kentucky Center for Veterans Affairs, Louisville
(502) 595-4447
Military Records Branch, Frankfort
(502) 564-4883
Kentucky Veterans Center, Wilmore
(800) 928-4838
AMVETS, Louisville
(502) 582-5594
Disabled American Veterans, Louisville
(800) 333-1720
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Louisville
(502) 582-6445
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Louisville
(502) 582-6926

Aug4

VUB deadline to apply for Fall 06
postsecondary classes

Aug 10

VUB Summer Classes End

Aug 18'

Registration Postmark Deadline for
Sept 16 ACT Test Date

Sept 4

Labor Day -

Sept 5

VUB Fall Classes Begin

Sept 16'

ACT Test Date

Sept 22'

Registration Postmark Deadline for
Oct 28 ACT Test Date

Oct 28'

ACT Test Date

Oct 29

Daylight Savings Time Ends

Nov 23-24

Thanksgiving -

VUB Offices Closed

VUB Offices Closed

*Please call early for infonnation on test dates. VUB may pay testing
fees, but to do so we must have your application at least six weeks
prior to the registration postmark deadline.

